Fenestrated blood vessels in human skeletal muscle.
In a fine structural study of 32 skeletal muscle biopsies, rare examples of fenestrated blood vessels (FV) were found in three cases. In view of similar observations reported in a case of Duchenne muscular dystrophy, it is suggested that FV albeit rare may occur in skeletal muscle at least under pathologic conditions. These aberrant FV may be derived from adjacent dermis and/or epineurium which are known to contain occasional FV. Alternatively, the occurrence of fenestrae may reflect a nonspecific alteration in pre-existing continuous endothelium. The significance, if any, of their presence in skeletal muscle is unknown.